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~ Divine Guidance ~

*NOTE™ | asked Great Spirit to guide my hand on behalf of the group, regarding the current major
shift and working with the Pisces/Virgo Lunation ~ March 2011 ...

The Medicine Cards ~

The Discovery of Power Through the Ways of Animals
by Jamie Sams & David Carson

Pisces New Moon ~ 3.4.2011 ~ SKUNK ~ 7 ~ Reputation ~

Skunk medicine! Go ahead and laugh. This furry little animal has a reputation that contains a
great deal of power. Due to its distinctive behavior, humans give this tiny, smelly creature a wide
berth. The key word here is RESPECT. Unlike other predatory animals, Skunk does not threaten
your life but threatens your senses. You know this is to be true if you have ever been in the vicinity of
its spray. In observing the habit patters of Skunk, it is easy to notice the playfulness and nonchalance
of its natural behavior. The “I-dare-you” attitude of this four-legged creature commands you, as the
observer, to respect its space by mere reputation alone.

Skunk is teaching you that by walking your talk and by respecting your Self, you will create a
position of strength and honored reputation. The carriage of your body relates to others what you
believe about yourself. There is no need to bully, aggravate, torment, or overpower other beings when
your sense of “self” intact. As with Skunk, the resonant field of energy around your body is relayed
through the senses. Self-esteem permeates the body’s energy, and is instantly recognized on an
extrasensory level by others.

Learn to assert, without ego, what you are. Respect follows. Your self-respectful attitude will repel
those who are not of like mind, and yet will attract those who choose the same pathway. As the odor
of Skunk attracts others of its kind, it repels those who will not respect its space. Skunk medicine
people have the ability to attract others, and they are very charismatic. At the same time, the other
side of their natural power is to repel those who seek to take energy from them without recycling the
gifts they have taken.

Skunk medicine people also know how to use the energy flows that will attract a lover. Some
people call this sexual magic, as it is akin to the musk scent that animals excrete to attract a mate. It
can be dangerous to leak sexual energy if you are not looking for a mate. It puts you into a games
condition that may feed your ego but not how others feel about you. If you are attracting others who
have an interest in you, you are in a sense saying, “I’'m available.” This can cause hard feelings when
the truth comes out. It also leaks energy that you could have used in a more constructive way.

In Skunk medicine, it is good to learn how to handle energy flows. Modern psychologists call this
body language. In tribal teachings, this is your personal medicine which you are showing to others.
Use your medicine well, and know that you are known by your reputation. How you use your energy
will attract either honor or disgrace. You may want to examine what energy you are putting out that
creates your present situation.

If you have chosen this symbol, you are being asked to notice the kinds of people who are attracted
to you. If they emulate favorable characteristics, have enough self-esteem to recognize those
characteristics within your Self. Walk tall and be proud of the accomplishments you have made. Bear
in mind that what you believe about your Self is your ultimate protection. Project self-respect!
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CONTRARY: If you are operating from Shadow ...

Skunk medicine operating through the contrary or reversed position indicates that your self-esteem
may seem to others as if you are putting on airs. Observe whether or not you are repelling others in
your vicinity because of envy, jealousy, or a projection of THEIR low self-esteem. Examine your
feelings. Be truthful with your Self. Right the situation by assuming the attitude of Skunk:
NONCHALANCE. In assuming nonchalance, you are neutralizing the effect of leaking energy.

In leaking vital energy, you may be stinking up your environment. This is similar to dumping all of
your woes on anyone who will listen. If you are doing this, it may be time to shut your mouth and go
within. You may also be leaking sexual energy and repulsing the object of your interest. That person
may be too shy to tell you to lay off. Look deeply at your self-image and how others are reacting to it.

To balance the causes and effects of your actions and energy flows, you must decide whether or not
you need to spray in the direction of others to repel their envy, greed, jealousy, or over-amorous
tendencies. On the other hand, you need to always maintain your “right to be”. Self-respect is the key
to all of these situations, whereas ego is merely what you believe yourself to be. Skunk says, “If your
ego is not your amigo, you know it stinks!”

Virgo Full / Super Moon ~ 3.19.2011 ~ RAVEN ~ 16 ~ Magic ~

Throughout time, Raven has carried the medicine of magic. This has been true in many cultures
across the planet. It is sacred, in the medicine ways, to honor Raven as the bringer of magic. If the
magic is bad medicine, the carrier may be honored out of fear rather than out of respect. Those who
fear Raven may do so because they have been dabbling in areas in which they had no knowledge, and
a spell may have backfired on them. Rather than analyzing the dark side of sorcery, realize that you
will fear Raven only if you need to learn about your inner fears or self-created demons.

Raven magic is a powerful medicine that can give you the courage to enter the darkness of the void,
which is the home of all that is not yet in form. The void is called the Great Mystery. Great Mystery
existed before all other things came into being. Great Spirit lives inside the void and emerged from
the Great Mystery. Raven is the messenger of the void.

If Raven appears in your spread, you are about to experience a change in consciousness. This may
involve walking inside the Great Mystery on another path at the edge of time. It would portend a
signal brought by the Raven that says, “You have earned the right to see and experience a little more
of life’s magic.” Raven’s color is the color of the void - the black hole in space that holds all the energy
of the creative source.

In Native teachings the color black means many things, but it does not mean evil. Black can mean
the seeking of answers, the void, or the road of the spiritual or nonphysical. The blue-black of Raven
contains an iridescence that speaks of the magic of darkness, and a changeability of form and shape
that brings an awakening in the process.

Raven is the guardian of ceremonial magic and in absentia healing. In any healing circle, Raven is
present. Raven guides the magic of healing and the change in consciousness that will bring about a
new reality and dispel “dis-ease” or illness. Raven brings in the new state of wellness from the Void of
Great Mystery and the field of plenty.

Raven is the messenger that carries all energy flows of ceremonial magic between the ceremony
itself and the intended destination. For instance, if a ceremony is being performed to send energy to a
disaster area where people need courage and strength, Raven would be the courier for that energy
flow. The intention could be to allow the people of the devastated area to feel the concern and support
of the participants in the ceremony.
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If you have chosen Raven, magic is in the air. Do not try to figure it out; you cannot. It is the
power of the unknown at work, and something special is about to happen. The deeper mystery,
however, is how you will respond to the sparkling synchronicity of this alchemical moment. Will you
recognize it and use it to further enhance your growth? Can you accept it as a gift from the Great
Spirit? Or will you limit the power of the Great Mystery by explaining it away?

It may be time to call Raven as a courier to carry an intention, some healing energy, a thought, or a
message. Raven is the patron of smoke signals or spirit messages represented by smoke. So if you
want to send a message to the Blue Road of spirit, in order to contact the Ancients, call Raven. Or,
who knows, the Ancients may be calling you.

Remember, this magic moment came from the void of darkness, and the challenge is to bring it to
light. In doing so you will have honored the magician within.

CONTRARY: If you are operating from Shadow ...

Raven reversed is not to be taken lightly! It can mean that the boomerang is coming home. If you
have wished harm to another, beware - you have asked for this harm to teach you in turn what it feels
like. If you have not been wishing evil on another, CONTRARY: If you are operating from Shadow ...
Raven may be bringing you a warning that you are not equipped to move into another level of
consciousness until you have mastered the one you are currently working with. On yet another level,
Raven may be telling you that you have forgotten the magic of life and have settled into a mundane
rut. If this rut suits you and you do not want to experience the extraordinary magic in your life, ask
Raven to fly through your dreams and give you a taste of its medicine. If you do, you may never be the
same again.

Contrary Raven may also portend a time of smoky, confused messages that you cannot see or hear
because your “intellect” is insisting that magic is not real. If you cannot imagine or pretend due to
your lack of faith in magic or miracles, healing cannot take place. Raven may be pecking at the door
to your consciousness, but you will not receive unless you clear the smoke and seek the other realms
of imagination and awareness where magic lives.

To right the Contrary Raven, you may need to seek a trained shaman to clear the energy field you
have created. You might need to block some negative energy sent by another person, or cancel the
harm you wished on someone else. Keep it clean! This is the message when the magic moves into
smoky shadow. Seek healing and a clearing of intention, then reach for the stars and honor Mother
Earth and all other living things. Fill yourself with the magic of being alive and call Raven to teach
you the proper way of using energy. Ground that energy so that manifestation of the magic can occur.
Do this in love and simplicity. Raven will tell you this magical truth: Never go beyond that which you
have prepared and trained for. Life is good, so use the magic to aid the entire family of Earth.

Pisces/Virgo Lunation *COMBINED* Influence ~ SWAN ~ 39 ~ Grace ~

Little Swan flew through the Dreamtime, looking for the future. She rested for a moment in the
coolness of the pond, looking for a way to find the entry point to the future. This was a moment of
confusion for Swan, as she knew that she had happened into the Dreamtime by accident. This was her
first flight alone and she was a bit concerned by the Dreamtime landscape.

As Swan looked high above Sacred Mountain, she saw the biggest swirling black hole she had ever
seen. Dragonfly came flying by, and Swan stopped him to ask about the black hole. Dragonfly said,
“Swan, that is the doorway to the other planes of imagination. | have been guardian of the illusion for
many, many moons. If you want to enter there, you would have to ask permission and EARN the
right.”
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Swan was not so sure that she wanted to enter the black hole. She asked Dragonfly what was
necessary for her to earn entry. Dragonfly replied, “You must be willing to accept whatever the future
holds as it is presented, without trying to change Great Spirit's plan.” Swan looked at her ugly little
duckling body and then answered, “I will be happy to abide by Great Spirit’s plan. | won't fight the
currents of the black hole. | will SURRENDER to the flow of the spiral and TRUST what | am shown.”
Dragonfly was very happy with Swan’s answer and began to spin the magic to break the pond’s
illusion. Suddenly, Swan was engulfed by a whirlpool in the center of the pond.

Swan reappeared many days later, but now she was graceful and white and long-necked.
Dragonfly, was stunned! “Swan, what happened to you!” he exclaimed. Swan smiled and said,
“Dragonfly, I learned to surrender my body to the power of Great Spirit and was taken to where the
future lives. 1 saw many wonders high on Sacred Mountain and because of my faith and my
acceptance | have been changed. I've learned to accept the state of grace.” Dragonfly was very happy
for Swan.

Swan told Dragonfly many of the wonders beyond the illusion. Through her healing and her
acceptance of the state of grace, she was given the right to enter the Dreamtime. So it is that we learn
to surrender to the grace of the rhythm of the Universe, and slip from our physical bodies into the
Dreamtime. Swan medicine teaches us to be at one with all planes of consciousness, and to trust in
Great Spirit’s protection. If you pulled Swan, it ushers in a time of altered states of awareness and of
development of your intuitive abilities. Swan medicine people have the ability to see the future, to
surrender to the power of Great Spirit, and to accept the healing and transformation of their lives.

The Swan card is telling you to accept your ability to know what lies ahead. If you are resisting
your self-transformation, relax; it will be easier if you go WITH the flow. Stop denying that you know
who is calling when the phone rings. Pay attention to your hunches and your gut knowledge, and
honor your female intuitive side.

CONTRARY: If you are operating from Shadow ...

If you have pulled Swan in reverse, it is a warning that you must acknowledge what you know, so
stop denying your feelings and klutzing up. You may be bumping into furniture or forgetting what
you are saying in mid-sentence. If so, this is a sign that you are not grounded. Jump in place and
hold the top of your head as you do so. This will get you back in touch with the Earth, and keep you
from wandering into a dreamy reality that lessens your focus. Baths help, as does going barefooted or
doing some gardening.

In any case, Swan reversed says that you need to pay some attention to your body. It can seem as if
you are flying without a pilot’s license if you are not aware of when you take OFF or land. Not
recognizing the shift from left brain to right brain is common when you are evolving spiritually. This
is all a part of developing the intuitive side of your nature and is a sign that you are not being
conscious of your entry into other levels of awareness. In the development of higher mind, you are
embarking on new territory that has rules or universal laws of its own. In the world of Spirit you need
to pay close attention to the unseen. You may sense or feel in a slightly different way, but this is
gradual. Sometimes this SHIFT is lost among your normal activities until you feel “spaced out.” At
these moments it is time to reconnect with Mother Earth.

THE SOLUTION TO CONTRARY SWAN IS:

1) Notice your surroundings and touch the Earth with your feet, hands, or both.

2) Focus on ONE reality or the OTHER: If you are being called to visit the Dreamtime, stop what you
are doing and be still. Enter the silence and empty your mind of chatter. Be receptive and open so
that the message may enter your consciousness.

3) If you are just preoccupied, daydreaming, or “spacey,” you need to focus on doing some physical
activity. Use the reasoning side of your brain to make a list of what you need to do next, and this will
stop the clutter in your mind that may be causing the confusion.
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~ ABOVE ~

*Past/Completion/Below/Lower*
~ Innate Gifts You Have Mastered ~

~ DRAGONFLY ~ 27 ~ Illusion ~

Dragonfly medicine is of the dreamtime and the illusionary facade we accept as physical reality.
The iridescence of Dragonfly’s wings reminds us of colors not found in our everyday experience.
Dragonfly’s shifting of color, energy, form, and movement explodes into the mind of the observer,
bringing vague memories of a time or place where magic reigned.

Some legends say that Dragonfly was once Dragon, and that Dragon had scales like Dragonfly’s
wings. Dragon was full of wisdom, and flew through the night bringing light with its fiery breath. The
breath of Dragon brought forth the art of magic and the illusion of changing form. Then Dragon got
caught in its own facade. Coyote tricked Dragon into changing form, and the shape of its new body
became like Dragonfly’s. In accepting the challenge to prove its power and magical prowess, Dragon
lost its power.

Dragonfly is the essence of the winds of change, the messages of wisdom and enlightenment, and
the communications from the elemental world. This elemental world is made up of the tiny spirits of
plants, and of the elements air, earth, fire, and water. In essence, this world is full of nature spirits.

If Dragonfly has flown into your cards today, you may have forgotten to water your plants. On
another level, you may need to give thanks to the foods you eat for sustaining your body. On the
psychological level, it may be time to break down the illusions you have held that restrict your actions
or ideas.

Dragonfly medicine always beckons you to seek out the parts of your habits which you need to
change. Have you put on too much weight, or have you started to look like a scarecrow? Have you
tended to the changes you have wanted to make in your life? If you feel the need for change, call on
Dragonfly to guide you through the mists of illusion to the pathway of transformation.

See how you can apply the art of illusion to your present question or situation, and remember that
things are never completely as they seem.

CONTRARY: If you are in Shadow ...

Are you trying to prove to yourself or someone else that you have power? Are you caught in an
illusion that weakens your true feelings or minimizes your abilities? If so, you may have contracted
“Dragonfly dive-bombing”. Is this the final “crash and burn” for some pipe dream that had no real
purpose? Look within and feel the sense-of-self energy within yourself. Notice if it is ebbing, and find
the point in time when you were deluded into believing that you would be happier if you changed
because someone else wanted you to. Misery is a prime clue that you lost your will and personal
validity when you bought into someone else’s idea of who or what you should be. The ILLUSION was
that you would be happier if you did it their way. In forfeiting what you know is right and true for you
personally, you give away your power. It is time for you to take it back.

Follow Dragonfly to the place inside your body where magic is still alive, and drink deeply of its
power. This strength belongs to you. It is the power of becoming the illusion. This ability is ever
changing, and contains within it the knowledge that YOU ARE CREATING IT ALL.
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~BELOW ~

*Future/(Re)Birth/Above/Higher*
~ Next Level of Mastery ~

~DOG ~ 14 ~ Loyalty ~

All of the Southwest and Plains Indian tribes had Dogs. These noble animals would often give
warning signals of approaching danger. They helped in the hunt and were a great source of warmth
on long winter nights. Since the canine tribe has many breeds, early Indian Dogs were usually half-
wild. This wildness, however, never divested the owners of their Dogs’ innate loyalty. Fog has been
considered the servant of humanity throughout history. If a person carries Dog medicine, he or she is
usually serving others or humanity in some way. Here you will find the charity worker, the
philanthropist, the nurse, the counselor, the minister, and the soldier.

Dog was the servant-soldier that guarded the tribe’s lodges from surprise attack. Dog is a medicine
that embodies the loving gentleness of BEST FRIEND and the half-wild PROTECTOR ENERGY of
territorial imperative. Like Anubis, the jackal dog protector of Egypt, Dog is a guardian. Throughout
history, Dog has been the guardian of hell, as well as of ancient secrets, hidden treasures, babies-while
mothers were cooking or in the fields. Dog honors its gifts & is loyal to the trust placed in its care.

In examining Dog medicine, you might find that you have fond personal memories of owning and
loving Dog as a pet. The message that Dog is trying to give you is that you must delve deeply into your
sense of service to others. Canines are genuinely service-oriented animals, and are devoted to their
owners with a sense of loyalty that supersedes how they are treated.

If Dog has been yelled at or paddled, it still returns love to the person who was the source of its bad
treatment. This does not come from stupidity, but rather from a deep and compassionate
understanding of human shortcomings. It is as if a tolerant spirit dwells in the heart of every canine
that asks only to be of service.

You can also see Dogs that have had the loyalty beaten out of them. They cower and cry at the
slightest look of disapproval, but this is not their normal nature. Some varieties of Dogs have even
been trained against their natures to be brutal and vicious. Out of a sense of service, these breeds
have adopted the attack-oriented desires of their owners. They carry an altered genetic memory of
what service means if they are to be approved of by their masters.

Dog medicine asks you to look at how readily your sense of loyalty is countermanded by your need
for approval. If you have pulled the Dog card, there are several questions you need to consider,
depending on the situation about which you are asking.

1) Have I recently forgotten that I owe my allegiance to my personal truth in life?

2) Is it possible that gossip or the opinions of others have jaded my loyalty to a certain friend or group?
3) Have I denied or ignored someone who is trying to be my loyal friend?

4) Have | been loyal and true to my goals?

CONTRARY: If you are operating from Shadow ...

In the contrary position, Dog may be telling you that you have become critical or mean due to the
company you are keeping. The reversal of this medicine could also imply that it is time to stop
cowering with fear, and time to begin to tackle the adversaries of your confidence. The key is to
realize that these are not external enemies, but thought-forms in your own mind which tell you that
you are not worthy of loyalty - either to yourself or to others. You may want to examine the patterns
of disloyalty in your life. Do you, for example, pass on gossip, or not speak up when someone else is
rumor-mongering? Do you make jokes that belittle others? Do you refuse to return kindness? These
are characteristics of fear, and particularly of a fear that is common to the human, two-legged family:
the fear of not belonging or of not being approved of. Reclaim the power of loyalty to self and self
truths. Become like Dog - your own best friend.
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